Five years ago... {#s0005}
=================

Composites UK, the Trade Association for the UK composites supply chain, surpassed its 250 member company mark for the first time, reporting 20% year-on-year growth.

The association says that it has gained both OEM and SME member companies with 96% retention rate of current members. One of the new members was Tufcot Engineering, which supplies a composite engineering material manufactured from synthetic fibers and thermosetting resins. 'Membership allows us to keep in touch with the composites industry whilst effectively displaying our capabilities in the manufacture and engineering of composite materials,' said Greg Majchrzak, Tufcot\'s MD. The company remains a member in 2020, along with 379 other member companies, including the AMRC, Huntsman, and Chem-Trend.

10 years ago... {#s0010}
===============

'Can end-of-life thermoset composite parts and production waste be recycled?' asked editor Amanda Jacob. 'Are there any companies offering this service? \[...\] the frequency of these questions is increasing, indicating that the composites industry and its customers are no longer content with the traditional disposal routes of landfill and incineration.' According to her sources, the most promising method at the time was the cement kiln route, where 100% of the composite waste can be 'recovered' in the form of energy and raw materials. Amanda cited the example of an industrial scale operation in Germany, where composite waste and end-of-life components such as wind turbine blades were collected and delivered in the appropriate form for use in a cement factory run by Holcim, one of the world\'s leading cement companies.

20 years ago... {#s0015}
===============

'The potential to reduce vehicle weight, while improving design flexibility and parts integration are the main factors behind the growing use of reinforced plastics in the automotive industry,' noted Amanda. Although US car makers and their suppliers were facing difficult times, according to figures cited by the magazine, the automotive sector would remain the second largest US market for composites (after construction) through the next four years, accounting for over 30% of total demand, with annual growth rates of 3.7% expected. 'The past few years have seen the composites industry increasingly trying to reach end-user markets such as the automotive industry directly, with the aim of creating awareness and, hopefully, more business, Amanda said.

'Composites trade shows actively encourage visitors from end-use sectors, but with limited success, while some composites companies venture out to end-user events to promote their products. This last approach has its risks, since at a large end-user event such as the SAE automotive congress, the majority of visitors will have no, or only peripheral, interest in composites.' While, at the time of going to press, any chance for composite manufacturers to show their wares has been postponed by the spread of Covid-19, one could argue that end users are now knowledgeable enough about the materials that there is less of need to meet face to face. Stay safe!

*Twenty years ago, composites companies ventured out to end-user events to promote their products.*
